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disturbed, old methods have been criticized. This unsettie-
ment of ideas has its influence for good, but a period of
transition and change inevitably brings difficulties to the
task of the administrator. People are no longer content
with the same standards which satisfied their forefathers,
and your Sardars and people will expect to share in the
moral and material advancement of the present day.

" Our thoughts turn to the important State which your
Highness has been called to administer. We survey the
vast field awaiting your labour. What infinite scope for
development and progress is to be seen here ! What noble
and beneficent work lies ready at your hand for execution !
We think of the great population over whom you will rule. We
reflect and it is a solemn thought that your acts will affect
the destinies of thousands upon thousands in Jodhpur State
to-day, and of generations yet unborn. By your wisdom
and sympathy, peace and prosperity, contentment and
progress may be their lot. Bound to them by the old
traditions of their loyalty to your House and stock, it is
within your grasp to secure and keep that most priceless
possession, the love and reverence of your grateful subject$,
and this is why, your Highness, our thoughts are with you
to-day. That is why this is an occasion of rejoicing. That
is why all our wishes and hopes follow you, the inheritor
of a great past and position, and we trust the sponsor of a
great future for Jodhpur/1

So far the Viceroy had visited only Hindu States. His
first visit to those under Moslem rule was paid to Rampur,
the prominent Rohilla principality in the United Provinces.
The Rampur State yields to none in its claim to stand in the
first rank in its devotion to the British Crown. The lapse
of time and the changes which the years have brought have
only strengthened those ties of mutual trust and regard. A
hundred years ago, Shuja-ul-Mulk, the fugitive Afghan ruler,
wrote to the Nawab of that time (1823), and pleaded for
support and sympathy on the ground of favours and pro-
tection bestowed on the Nawab's ancestors by the Durani
Shah, Ahmad Khan, but before he replied to the letter the
Nawab submitted it to the British Government and